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PRINTABLE SYLLABUS & DETAILED COURSE SCHEDULE (click to download) 

Course Details & Communications 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

3 Credit Hours/ 3 Contact Hours 

FUNDAMENTALS OF CREATIVE T HINKING is a cour5e designed to encourage 
creative thinking and problem solving through group and individual projects. activities 
and discussions. The course will include a study of characteristics of a creative mind, 
alternative design approaches. creative process, creative problem-solving. assessing 
and increasing growth of creative potential. (Special Fee: $117.00). 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Student will identify characteristics of creativity and qualities of the creative 
mind. 
Through methods of assessment and discussion, student will distinguish various 
personality characteristics and how they apply to their life. 
Student will demonstrate an understanding and application of the creative 
process and creative problem solving. 
Students will explore alternative approaches and techniques to design solutions. 

Stililtnts must have fully �tid in the week 1 discussion lo bi 
considmil atteiidi111 and avoid withamw durinJ the 'no-Show �rioa' 

CONTACTING THE INSTRUCTOR: 

All questions and communication should be sent via your Canvas inbox. I do check 
Canvas messages regularty and do my best to respond promptly each day. You can 
expect your questions to be addressed within 24 hours of the time you've asked your 
question, during regular business hours (Monday· Friday). I receive all canvas emails 
via canvas and Valencia email, however, if you should need to contact me be-,.ond 
canvas below is my contact information: 

Meg Curtiss - Professor & West Campus Program Chair 

email: mcurtiss@valenciacollege.edu 

phone: 407.582.1452 

office location: west campus/ building 3 / room 150a 

Fall 2022 office hours: 

Mondays 

Thursdays 
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Grading Criteria & Assignments 

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION 

Meg Curtiss 

Professor & Program Chair. west campus 
Graphic & Interactive Design 

email: 
mcurtiss@valenciacolleg� 

office location: 
west campus/ building 3 I room 1S0a 

office hours: 

Mondays 
-virtual via zoom, slack & email 

on campus by appt. only 

10am - 1pm 

Tuesdays 
-on west campus (3-150a), via zoom, slack & 
email 

Barn - 9am 
12pm - lpm 

Wednesdays 
-on west campus (3-1500), via zoom, slack & 
email 

9am • 5pm 

Thursdays 
-on west campus (3-1500), via zoom, slack & 
email 

Barn - 9am 
12pm - lpm 

Fridays 
-virtual via zoom, slack & email 

10am - 12pm 

Saturdays & Sundays off. 

Please click here � to schedule a zoom meetina with 

me throu1h CALENDL Y. 

-virtual via zoom, slack & email 

on campus by appt. only 

10am - lpm 
-on west compus (3-150(]), via zoom. slack & 
email 

Tuesdays 
-on west campus (3-1500), via zoom, slack & 
email 
8am • 9am 
12pm - 1pm 

Wednesdays 
-on west campus (3· 1500), via zoom, slack & 
email 

9am • 5pm 

� to"scheduleazoom 

Sam- 9am 
12pm - 1pm 

Fridays 
-virtual via zoom, slack & email 

10am - 12pm 

Saturdays & Sundays off. 

• withmeth-hCALENDlY. 

Emails with specific questions will be answered as soon as possible, usually within 24 hours. Students who need more than a brief response should 
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SCHEDULE DISCLAIMER STATEMENT 

Changes to the course calendar may be made at the discretion of the profess,:>r, and students will be notified of any changes in class and/or via the 

Canvas lnbox conversations tool. 

HOW I WILL CONTACT YOU: 

All students have a Valencia email account. Any communication about our course, your progress or the program should come from your Valencia 

email address, or I cannot reply to it-for your security. 

All communication for the class in general, or to an individual student, will be sent through Atlas email or the canvas course. It is the student's 

responsibility to check their Atlas email and general account on a regular basi;. I regularly send notices through your ATLAS email accounts! 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO PARTICIPATE INTHIS COURSE: 

Foremost: the time and desire to succeed. 

Jump to Today , Edit 

Grading Oiteria & Assignments 

Throughout this course and your education you will generally experience demanding course workloads. Students who are able to devote the time 

and effort required will do well. It is suggested that you allow 6-10 hours study/lab time each week to c:>mplete the coursework required. Some 

students may require additional time and others less. 

assirne readin, ancl activities within the canvas course. ass�nment sutimission, followeD tiy a discuss,on within canvas� 

here wiU also be ass�nts I p,oiects to submit at several �nts o the semester. 

WEEKLY DISCUSSION BOARD TIMHINf 

SUPPLIES 

Create an original 12ost bY. 

Tuesday by 11:59 pm 

Responses to 3 or more classmates 

Return to this discussion NO l.A TER THAN 

Thursday by 11:59 pm 

Revisit discussion 

Return to this discussion NO l.A TER THAN 

Sunday by 11:59 pm 

to review responses and answer one or more questions. 

Sketchbook 

Drawing tools (pencils, pens, color) 

Scissors 

A medium sized cardboard box 

Cello tape 

Utility knife 

Hundreds of one small inexpensive item (this could be anything. pins, sand, toothpicks, etc. 

Glue 

Paint 

Other random stuff. 

Time on the computer and possibly access to a printer 

Presentation software: 

o GoogleSlides (free) l!:!tl12s://docs.g22gle.com/oresentation/u/O/ e) 

o MS Powerpoint (free to VC students: bn:Rs:f/valenciacollege.edu/about/su12P.:ort/documentsNalencia Office-ProPlus-lnstructions.�f e) 

o Adobe lnDesign to PDF export (for design students with access) 

o Any others you are comfortable with or would like to experiment with. 

Web Cam and Mic for Zoom meetings (as needed), or to create video discussion postings 

Curiosity and playfulness 

TEXTBOOK REQUIREMENTS: 

There are no textbook requirements for this course at this time. 
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academic dishonesty, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive. All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of 

the students' individual thoughts, research, and self•expression. 

Plagiarism and/or Copyright Infringement 

Whenever a student uses ideas, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged. If a student is 

caught submitting plagiarized work a first offense will result in a zero score on the assignment, a second offense will result in a class grade of F. 

COLLEGE LINKS 

College catalog 

e Valencia Policy: Manual 

e Student Handbook 

e Microsoft Office Instructions for free software 

e Course Su1:mort r.": onsite, online tutoring, writing help, etc. 
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ASSIGNMENTS, GRADING CRITERIA & WEIGHTS: 

REQUIRED CANVAS MATERIALS 
Each Learning Module will have required reading/materials from within 
Canvas. Students must read to participate in discussions and exercises. 

DISCUSSION BOARDS 
(30% of Final Grade) 

After you've completed the required reading, you'll participate in 1-2 discussions 
each week. 
Discussion postings should be courteous, thoughtful, and carefully written. 
To ensure that postings are informative and concise, initial postings shou d be 
between 50 - 100 words and responses between 25 - 50 words. 
You are responsible for writing your own post, and replying to a minimum of 2 of 
your classmate's posts (thoughtfully) to receive any credit for the week's 
discussion board. 
Properly Cited. 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 
(50% of Final Grade) 

There will be 11 Weekly Exercises in Summer, 
or 13 Weekly Exercises in Fall & Spring 

A COLLABORATIVE PROJECT 
(20% of Final Grade) 

There will be a collaborative project towards the end of term. 

EXTRA CREDIT: 

One point extra credit may be earned by attendance at a gallery opening; reception; 
or pre-approved workshop, conference, seminar, etc., related to this course. Proof of 
attendance will be required by s1gnmg m on the guest book and/or subm1ss1on of a 
brief written synopsis. 
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Grading Criteria & Assignments 

GRADING SCALE: 
A student's final grade in this course will be 
determined by scores earned on required projects, 
tutorials, quizzes/exams and a core competency 
skills (TVCA) evaluation. The following is Valencia 
College's grading scale and shall be applied to 
scores earned in this course 

A• 100 - 90 
Exceptional achievement, demonstrated in 

work of keen understanding and optimal 
mastery of course competencies. Earned for 
exemplary work, clearly beyond the 
requirements. 

B •89-80 
Hlgh achievement. demonstrated in work of 
consistent effort, intelligence, and mastery of 
course competencies. 

C•79 - 70 
Satisfactory completion of course 
requirements and mastery of essential course 
competencies. 

D•69 - 60 
Unsatisfactory completion of course 
requirements and an unacceptable grade for 
prerequisite or graduation requirements. 

F= 59 or less 
Failure to perform required work or to master 
required course material and competencies. 

A final grade of MC or better is required for 
this course in order to meet prerequisite 
requirements for higher-level courses, or to be 
used as credit towards an A.S. degree in 
Graphic & Interactive Design. 

One point extra credit can also be earned by attaining perfect attendance (perfect means NO absences and NO tardies and NO leaving early). 

Other extra credit opportunities TBA 

Course Summary: 

Date 

Tue Aug 23, 2022 

Sun Aug 28, 2022 

Tue Aug 30, 2022 

Tue Sep 6, 2022 

Details 

rfj) D1: Ice Breaker Discus�ion 

'ff W1.2 Mini Assessment 

'ff W1.4 Assessment 

rfj) D2: Curiosity Exercise 

'ff W2.3 How is Innovation different from 
Creativity? 

rfj) D3: Happiness By Design. or Focusing On 
Joy 

'ff 4.1.2 Mini Assessment; What's Your Play 
Personality? 

Due 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 

due by 11:59pm 
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Valencia Collegti.lmgortant Dates Calendars e 
(links to full list) 

IMPORTANT DATES Fall 2022 (202310) 

Day & Evening Classes Begin 

Drop/Refund Deadline (11:59 p.m.) 

NO SHOW Reporting 

Graduation Application Deadline 

Withdrawal Deadline· �w"' Grade (11:59 
p.m.) 

Semester Ends 

Final Grades Viewable in Atlas 

Winter Break 

COLLEGE CLOSURES 

labor Day 

Veteran's Day 

T hanksgiving Break 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES: 

22-Aug 

29-Aug 

31-Aug-9 Sep 

9-Sep 

28-0ct 

11-Dec 

13-Dec 

21-Dec-01-Jan (college closed) 

no class meetin3s 

Monday, 5-Sep 

T hursday, 11-Nov (no class meetings) 

Wednesday, 23-Nov 
Sunday, 27-Nov 
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Valencia is committed to ensuring that all of its programs and services are accessible to students with disabilities. The Office for Students with 
Disabilities (OSD) determines reasonable and appropriate accommodations for qualified students with documented disabilities based upon the 
need and impact of the specific disability. Any student requiring course accommodations due to physical, emotional or learning disability must 
contact the instructor and provide a Notification to Instructor form by the end of the second week of class. To obtain a letter of accommodation, 
contact OSD at 407-582-2229. 

BAYCARE ACCESS: 

Valencia College strives to ensure all our students have a rewarding and successful college experience. To that purpose, Valencia students can get 
immediate help with issues dealing with stress, anxiety, depression, adjustme1t difficulties, substance abuse, time management as well as 
relationship problems dealing with school, home or work BayCare Behavioral Health Student Assistance Program (SAP) services are free to all 
Valencia students and available 24 hours a day by calling (800) 878-5470. If reeded, the counselor may refer the student to appropriate resources 
or to speak face•to•face with a licensed counselor. 

SUPPORT SERVICES: 

Various tutoring services are available in west campus building 7•240 (extension 1633) 

Smarthinking on tine: Through ATLAS (Smart Thinking tutoring now includes access to Adobe Software help.) 

Valencia College offers a variety of SkillShops, short seminars covering a variety of topics which deal with student success, goals and purpose. 
Check out Valencia's SkillshoP.: offeringi � 

Course Summary: 
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